PUMPKIN CHEESE BALL
2 (8 oz.) packages shredded extra-sharp Cheddar cheese
1 (8 oz) package cream cheese, softened
1 (8 oz) package chive-and-onion cream cheese, softened
2 teaspoons paprika, plus extra for dusting
½ teaspoon ground red pepper
1 broccoli stalk

Combine Cheddar cheese, cream cheeses, 2 tsp. paprika and red pepper in a large bowl.  Beat at medium speed until well blended.  Cover with plastic wrap and chill, at least 1 hour.
Shape cheese mixture into a ball and place on a flat serving plate.  Make vertical grooves in ball using the handle of a spoon, to resemble a pumpkin.  Dust extra paprika into the grooves, if you like.  Cover cheese ball and refrigerate, up to five days.  To serve, trim small leaves from broccoli stalk and cut stalk to resemble pumpkin stem.  Press into the top of the cheese ball.  Serve with crackers or apple wedges.
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